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Traffic Crashes in Southeast Michigan, 2016

Traffic safety is critical when planning and implementing a transportation system. This is why SEMCOG, the
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, developed the Southeast Michigan Traffic Safety Plan, utilizing the
four Es of safety: engineering, education, enforcement, and emergency medical services to address safety issues in
the region. SEMCOG uses crash data from the Michigan State Police, Criminal Justice Information Center
(CJIC), to update various safety resources. Based on 2016 data, SEMCOG has updated information on traffic
crashes, fatalities, and serious injuries. Crash factors identified as key emphasis areas include older drivers,
younger drivers, pedestrians, bicycles, lane departures, drugs, and alcohol.

Total crashes, fatalities, and serious injuries on the rise

e Traffic crashes in Southeast Michigan increased for the fourth consecutive year. There were 145,510 total
crashes, a five percent increase from 2015.

o Traffic fatalities increased for the sixth consecutive year, up from 387 in 2015 to 430 in 2016. The 11 percent
increase was the largest increase in fatalities in the past decade.

e Serious injuries increased nine percent in 2016, the first increase in four years.

Southeast Michigan Traffic Crashes, 2007-2016
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 10-Year Trend

Crashes 140,115 133,440 121,905 122,309 124,527 122,832 128,088 136,636 138,710 145,510

Fatalities 382 342 340 333 340 361 363 371 387 430

Serious

s 2,834 2542 2589 2357 2263 2267 2,145 2,002 1913 2,076
Injuries

Crashes and fatalities involving older drivers have increased

e Crashes involving drivers age 65 and older increased for the seventh consecutive year, up eight percent.

e Crashes involving older drivers resulted in 31 more fatalities, a 50 percent increase from 2015. This was the
highest rate of increase in fatalities for any crash emphasis area in the Southeast Michigan Traffic Safety Plan.

e SEMCOG’s Regional Forecast projects that the number of people age 65 and over will continue to grow
substantially, from 700,000 in 2015 to 1,150,000 in 2035. The share of crashes involving older drivers is also
likely to grow.



http://semcog.org/Safety
http://semcog.org/Safety
http://semcog.org/Safety
http://semcog.org/Regional-Forecast

Crashes Involving Older Drivers (65+), 2007-2016
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Crashes involving younger drivers up, fatalities down

e Crashes involving drivers age 16-24 increased for the fourth consecutive year, up four percent. Crashes
involving younger drivers accounted for 34 percent of all traffic crashes in Southeast Michigan in 2016.
Nationally, drivers under the age of 20 have crash rates nearly four times higher than older drivers.

e Young driver-involved fatalities decreased six percent, while serious injuries increased 20 percent. This was
the first increase in young driver-involved serious injuries in the past decade.

Crashes Involving Younger Drivers (16-24), 2007-2016

-48,881 45,852 42,301 42,890 43,281 43,127 44,460 45,627 47,561 49,442 w

- 134 102 108 103 109 116 103 109 123 116 W
- 1024 942 903 901 885 818 793 655 620 743 W

Pedestrian crashes are down, but fatality rate still exceeds nation

e Crashes involving pedestrians decreased eight percent. Pedestrian fatalities decreased for the first time in the
past decade, down two percent. Serious injuries also decreased 16 percent.

¢ In 2016, pedestrian crashes still accounted for less than one percent of all crashes, yet pedestrians accounted
for 24 percent of all traffic fatalities. Nationally, pedestrian fatalities account for only 15 percent of all traffic
fatalities.

Pedestrian Crashes, 2007-2016
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http://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/Final_DA24Y_Action_Plan_012914_446262_7.pdf
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812375

Bicycle crashes, fatalities, and serious injuries continue to increase
Crashes involving bicycles increased 15 percent, to a 10-year high of 1,069. Bicyclist fatalities and serious

injuries also increased 14 percent and 23 percent, respectively.
Bicycle crashes accounted for less than one percent of all crashes in 2016. Bicyclists accounted for four

percent of all traffic fatalities, which is double the national rate of two percent.

Bicycle Crashes, 2007-2016
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Crashes involving pedestrians and bicycles have high fatality rates
Between 2012 and 2016, crashes involving pedestrians and bicyclists accounted for under two percent of all

traffic crashes but 28 percent of all traffic fatalities.

Pedestrian- and Bicycle-Involved Crashes vs. Fatalities, 2012-2016
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https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812382

Crashes involving lane departure continue to be most deadly

e Crashes involving lane departure (vehicles running off the road or shifting lanes) increased one percent, yet
lane departure-involved fatalities increased 31 percent. Lane departure-involved serious injuries also
increased five percent.

o Lane departure-involved fatalities accounted for 40 percent of all traffic fatalities in 2016, the highest for any
emphasis area.

Crashes Involving Lane Departure, 2007-2016
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Reported drug involvement up in crashes, fatalities, and serious injuries

o Drug-involved crashes, fatalities, and serious injuries are all at a 10-year high. They increased four percent,
17 percent, and 28 percent respectively. New police reporting and training methods may be a factor in this
increase.

¢ Drug-involved fatalities accounted for 21 percent of all traffic fatalities in 2016.

Drug-Involved Crashes, 2007-2016
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Alcohol-involved crashes slightly down, but deaths and serious injuries up
e Alcohol-involved crashes decreased less than one percent. Alcohol-involved fatalities and serious injuries

both increased, up six percent and two percent, respectively.
e Alcohol-involved fatalities accounted for 28 percent of all traffic fatalities in 2016.

Alcohol-Involved Crashes, 2007-2016
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Crashes 5,101 4,538 4,397 4,001 4,129 4,187 4,155 4,074 4,078 4,060
Fatalities 122 117 115 96 108 92 95 94 115 122

Serious

i 446 391 346 361 358 357 334 303 322 329
Injuries

Safety campaign educates people who walk, bike, and drive

10-Year Trend

SEMCOG and local governments engage in safety education throughout Southeast Michigan, including a “Walk.
Bike. Drive. Safe” campaign, with safety tips as well as explanations of state laws, infrastructure, and

signage. Tips include:

o Obey all traffic laws, signs, and signals.

o Share the road with all users and stay alert.

o Don’t tailgate — keep safe distances while driving and passing.
e Don’t drive after consuming drugs or alcohol.

e Avoid distractions, including talking or texting on your phone, while driving, biking, or walking.
o Be safe. Be seen! Use lights and wear bright clothing when walking or biking.
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Safety Is everyone’s responsibility | far more information, g0 to semeog.org/WalkBikeDriveSafe

This graphic, along with other resources, is available on SEMCOG’s website.



http://semcog.org/What-You-Can-Do/To-Walk-Bike-Drive-Safe
http://semcog.org/WalkBikeDriveSafe#4038433-materials
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